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HE ſubſtance of the /o/lowing pages was firſt 
| preached in the pariſh church at K:dderminfeer, 
in the courſe of the Author's ſtated miniſtry. It was 

| afterward preached in one of the largeſt pariih churches 
in London, to an auditory ſo much crouded, that one 
nobleman was obliged to ſand all the time; and two 
© "Others returned back, becauſe they could not get 
within hearing, tho' Mr. Baxter's voice was remark». 
able loud and clear; and tho? he himſelf had ſent the 
day before to defire room might be provided for his no- 
dle friends; Even the Iacunbent of the pariſh had no 
other place left for him, but to fit in the pulpit 
behind the preacher. To this laſt circumſtance Mr. 
Baxter refers, in an elegy which he wrote on the death 
of that reverend brother, inſerted amongſt his goetical 
fragments, wherein he ſays, 
«© At once one pulpit held us both." 
Here indifference in religion is traced up to its real ſour- 
ces; its deſtructive nature and tendency faithfullyre- 
Preſented; the beſt remedies are applied, in order, 
by a divine bleſſing, to check its almoſt univerſal pre- 
valence. With what propriety and ſeriouſneſs does the 


Author s preface ſay, — — © It is the Jughting of Chrift 
A 2 * and 
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and ſalvation, that undoes the world. O happy man, 
„reader, if you eſcape but this fin ! Thouſands ſplit their 
% /ouls on the rock, upon which they ſhould be built. Look 


„% among rich and poor, high and low, young and old, and 


. 


« ſee whether it appears not, by the whole tendency of © 


their converſation, that they value ſomething elje more 


“ than Chriſt. Notauithiſtanding the proclamations of his 


© grace in the goſpel, and the common profeſſion of being 


* his diſciples, and of believing the glorious things he has 


s promiſed in another world ; does it not appear, by de- 
4 ceitfulneſs in his ſervice, by heartleſs endeavours to s- 


„ tain his kingdom, and by buſy and delightful purſuits 


% And if fo, what wonder if they periſh by their con- 


of the preſent world, that the generality of ſuch as 
are called chriſtians, are really making light of Chrift ? 


« rempt? Vill you but ſeriouſly read, ond well conſider ; 


4s you read, till your heart be ſenſibie what a fin it is 


* to make light of Chriſt and your own ſalvation, and 
* till the Lord that bought you, be advanced in the efleem 
* and affetions of your ſoul ; this will fulfil ny defire.”* 
And this will indeed fulfil the defires of thoſe who 


firſt requeſted this abridgment, and alſo of its com- 


piler. 
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But they made light of it. 
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CHAP, I. 
What it is to make light of Chrift. 


H E bleſfed Son of God, who thought it not 
enough to die for the world, but would himſelf 


© the ſubllance of his goſpel in the parable to which the 


N text belongs. 


Dy the 4ing, that is here ſaid to make 


the marriage, is meant God the Father, who ſent his 
Son into the world, to cleanſe men from their ſins, and 
. eſpouſe them to himſelf. By the king's Son, for whom 


the marriage is made, is meant the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the eternal Son of God, who took to his godhead the 
nature of man, that he might be capable of being their 
Redeemer when they had loſt themſelves in fin. By 
the marriage is meant the uniting of Chriſt to the ſouls 
of ſinners, when he gives up himfelt to them to be 

| 41 their 
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What it is 10 male Ch. 1 way 
wr het Saviour, and they give up themſelves to kim, | 
HY as his redeemed, to be ſaved and ruled by him, The) je 755 
1" 8 perfection of this marriage will be at the day of judg- ee? 
ment, when the union between Chriſt and his Whole 
church ſhall be publickly ſolemnized The word here 5 ent 
tranſlated marriage, rather ſignifies marriape-feaft, and Bf 
Intimates, that all men are invited by the goſpel to 12 
come in and partake of Chriſt and ſalvatien, even all 
the peculiar bleſſings of Chriſt's diſciples. The ii 
tation is from the bleſſed God. The ſervants that in- 
vite, are the preachers of the goſpel, who are ſent bx 
God for that purpoſe, The preparation for the feaſt, 
is the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, and the opening a way 
| for ſinners to return to God. Second meſſengers are ſaid 
| to be ſent, becauſe God takes not the firſt denial, but 
| Exerciſes his patience till ſinners are obſtinate. The 
first perſons invited, are the Jews. But on their ob- 
ſtinate refuſal, and being ſentenced to puniſhment, 
the Gentiles are invited, and graciouſly prevailed with 
| to come in, The number of thoſe that come in, is 
} ſo great, that the houſe 5: filled with guefts, Many 
come ſincerely, regarding not only the pleaſure of tho 
feaſt, but the honour of the marriage; not only ſeek. 
ing the pardon of fin, and deliverance from divine 
wrath, but engaging themſelves to Chrilt in all holy | 
obedience. Some come in only for the feaſt, without 
having the wedding-garment; they only aim at ſelf, _ 
and not at glorifying, and ſerving their Redeemer, | 
Theſe laſt are ſentenced to everlaſting miſery, and 
ſpeed as ill as thoſe that refuſed to come in at all; 
for a faith that will not work, is but like that of the 
devils, and they that expect to be pardoned and ſaved * 
by ſuch a faith, are miſtaken, | 
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f The words of the text deſcribe the bad entertain | — 


. n. which the goſpel finds with many to whom ne 


The ö it is ſent, even after a firft and ſecond invitation. 
ung 1 They make light of it, and are taken up with other” 
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Lig = enjoyments before it.“ Not that all do ſo, or 
ob- 1333 | | A b | þ 
ane. Yor they all continue to do ſo, who were once guilty 
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things. Tho? the Jer were the firſt that were thus 
- guilty, yet too many among us Gentiles follow them 
1 this day. 
- « withſtanding all the, wonderful love and mercy 
God has manifeſted in giving his Son to be the 
. «« Redeemer of the world, and his Son in giving him- 
„ ſelf, and in being a ſufficient ſacrifice for ſin ; 
„ notwithſtanding all Chriſt's 
wn) Fray and the full and: glorious Salvation he has pur- 

Y  & chaſed, and all his free offers, and frequent, and 
..« earneſt invitations to ſinners; yet mary make light” 
%, and deſpiſe all this, and prefer their worldly” 


The text in effect declares, that “not- 


perſonal excellencies, 


God has his choſen, whom he will compel 10 


come in. But till the ſpirit of grace overcome the ob- 


ane Minscy of men's hearts, they hear the goſpel as @ 
any E ; . By » „ - 

the tale that is told, and the great things contained in it, 
ele. 3 fe diſregarded. More diſtinctly to illuſtrate the ſen- 


timents cf the text, his chapter will ſhew what it is 


io make light of Chrift, and (chap. 
ol, ny 

ont made ſo light cf : | 
* geſted ſome confiderations to awaken thoſe that nale 


ner, 4 light of Chriſt; and alſo (chap. 4.) other confidera- 


__ <5 


2.) why Chriſt 
Then in (chap, 3.) will be ſug- 


tions 10 reform them : To which will be added (chap. 
8.) Direflions for thoſe that defire to make light of 


= Chriſt no more. 


ved 
en in it, Chrift hinyelf, and the Blefings which he Ge. 


That which carnal hearers make light of, 3 
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What it is to make Ch. 1. 


Hour. Concerning Chri/ himſelf, the goſpel declares 
his perſon and nature, and the great things he has 
done and ſuffered for men, his redeeming us from 
the wrath of God by his blood, and purchaſing a 
grant of ſalvation for us. The ſame goſpel makes 
an offer of Chriſt to finners, that if they will ac- 
cept him on his eaſy and reaſonable terms, he will 
be their Saviour, the phyſician of their ſouls, their 
head, and their huſband. —The bleſſings awhich Chriſt 


beſtoaus upon ſinners, are the pardon of all their paſt 


lins, and deliverance from the wrath of God, and 
a ſure way of obtaining pardon for all the fins they 
mall commit hereafter, provided they obey ſincerely, 
and turn not again to the rebellion of their unrege- 
nerate ſtate, They ſhall have the Holy Spirit to be 
their guide and ſandifier, to dwell in their ſouls, 


to help them againſt their ſpiritual enemies, and 


conform them more and more to a divine likenetd, 
to heal their ſpiritual diſeaſes, and bring them back 


to God. They ſhall alſo have a right to everlaſting 


glory, when this life is ended, and their bodies ſhall 
be raiſed up to partake of it at the great day. Be- 
ſides theſe, they ſhall have many excellent privile= 
ges and means, abundant prefervation and proviſion 
in their way, and the foretaſte of their future joy. 
All theſe bleſſings the goſpel offers to them that 


Vill accept of Chriſt on his reaſonable terms. For 


this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life; and this life is in his Son, He that hath the 
Son, hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not life, 

The fin of making light of Chrift and ſalvation ap- 
Pears in the following inſtances. | 


1. When 
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Ch. 1. light of Chrift 9 


1. When men take no great heed to what the goſpel 
declares, as if it was not a certain truth, or elſe, 
was a matter that little concerned them, or as if 
God had not written it for them. | 

2. When the goſpel does not affect men, or go to 
their hearts; but tho” they ſeem to attend to what 
is ſaid, yet they are not awakened by it from their ſe- 
curity, nor doth it in any meaſure excite ſuch holy 


emotions in their ſouls, as things of ſuch everlaſt- 


ing conſequence ought to do, We tell men what 
Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for their ſouls, and it 
ſcarce moves them, We tell them of keen and cut- 
ting truths, but nothing will pierce them, We can 
make them hear, but cannot make them feel. Our 


| words ſtop in the porch of their ears and fancies, 
but enter not into their inward parts, It is as if we 
| ſpeak to men that have not hearts. Hearing ye /hall 
hear, and ſhall not underfland; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee 
and ſhall not percei ve. For the heart of this people 
i waxed' groſs, and tlieir ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they cloſed; left they ſhould ſee with 
their eyes and hear with their ears, and underſtand 


' with their heart, and ſhould be converted, and Chriſt 
| © frould heal them, 


3. Men make light of Chriſt, when they have no 


? high eſteem for him and ſalvation by him, but 
, Whatſoever they may ſay with their tungues, or may 


| ſpeculatively believe, yet in their ſerious and practi- 


F cal thoughts they have a higher eſteem for the things 
of this world, than they have for Chriſt and the Sal- 


vation he hath purchaſed. It is deſpiſing Chriſt, to 
account his Doctrine but a queſtion of words and names, 


; like Galiio z Or a i ſuperflition of 0 one Jeſus, Which was 


to forſake all for him; but they nevertheleſs cleave 


10 Wh tit is to make light of Chril, Ch. 1. 
at it is ts make light of Cirift 3. 


dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive, like Feſtus; or 
to aſk the preachers of the goſpel, as the Athenians 
did, What eaill this babbler [ay ? 

4. Men make light of Chriſt, when being in- 
formed of the truths of the goſpel, on what terms 


Chriſt and his bleſſings may be had, how it is the 


will of God they ſhould believe and accept the offer, 
and how he commands them to do it upon pain of 


damnation ; and yet they will not conſent, unleſs 


they could have Chriſt on terms of their own. They 
will not part with their portion in this world, nor lay 


down their pleaſures, profits, and honours at the feet 


of Jeſus, to be content to take only ſo much of them 
back, as is conſiſtent with his will and intereſt, but | 
think it a hard ſaying, to be reſolved to forſake all 
for Chriſt, *Tis a high contempt of Chriſt and ever= _, 
laſting life, when men might have their part in him, 7 
if they would; but they will not, unlefs they may 
keep the world too, and are reſolved to pleaſe their tt 
fleſh, whatever be the conſequence, = 
5. It is alſo a making light of Chriſt and ſalva- 1 
tion, when men will promiſe fair, and profeſs their #2 
willingneſs to have Chriſt upon his own terms, and f 


to the world, and to their ſinful courſes, nor will t. 
ſuffer their practice to be changed by all that Chriſt - 4 
bath done or ſaid —This is the fin of making Tu 4 

el Chriſt and ſalvation. * el 
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Ch. 2. Why Chrift is made hk light of. 


H A . . 
Why Chrift is made ſo light of. 


11 


Tr may ſeem a wonder that ever men, who have: 
the uſe of their reaſon, ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to 
make light of things of infinite importance. But the 


Cauſes are ſuch as theſe —— 


1. Some men underſtand not the meaning of the 
Twords in which the goſpel is expreſſed; and how can 
they value what they do not underſland? Tho' we 
ſpeak to them as plainly as we can, yet they have ſo 
eſtranged themſelves from God, and the concerns of 


their ſouls, that they know not what we ſay. 


It is 


with them as if God in juſt judgment had ſaid, Vith 


people, | ; 
| 2. Some underſtand the words we ſpeak, but not 


ammering lips and another tongue will I ſpeak to this 


the matter, becauſe they are carnal. For the natural 
mas reeeiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 


they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neitlier can he know them, 


** 


4 


Fecauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. The things of the 
ſpirit are not well known: by bare report, but by a- 
_ ſpiritual taſte, which none have but thoſe. that are 
taught by the Spirit which is of God, that we might ” 


Enow the things that are freely given to us of God, 
3. Carnal minds apprehend not a juitablene/s in 
* theſe ſpiritual and heavenly things, and therefore ſet - 


© light by them, Teil them of everlaſting glory, and 


they hear you, as if you was perſuading them to go 
and play with the ſun. The affairs ot another world 
I A ke are out of their element, and theretore they have no 


4a 6 


1 more delight in them, than a fiſh would have in he 


pk fl 


i - Why Chrift is made fo light of Ch. 2. 


pleaſanteſt meadow, or a ſwine in a jewel. They that 


are after the ſpirit, may mind the things of the ſpirit ; 
but they that are after the fliſh, do mind the things of 


the fleſh, | 

4. The chief cauſe of ſighting Chriſt and ſalvati- 
on, is a ſecret root of anbelief. Whatſoever men may 
pretend, they do not really believe the word of God. 
They are taught in general to ſay, the goſpel is true; 
but they never ſaw the evidence of its truth, ſo as 
to be firmly perſuaded of it; nor have they got their 


ſouls ſettled on the infallibility of God's teſtimony z 


nor have they confidered the truth of the particular 
doctrines revealed in ſcripture. O fnner, did you 


but really believe the goſpel- account of the evil of 
| fin, of your need of Chriſt, and what he hath done 


for you, and what you muſt be, and do, if ever you 
are ſaved by him, and what will become of you for 


ever, if you remain in diſobedience ; I dare ſay this 
 woald cure the contempt of Chriſt, and you would 


not make ſo light of your own ſalvation! But men i 
do not believe, while they ſay ſo, and even While 


they themſelves think ſo There is in them an evil 7 


heart of unbelief, which makes them depart from the _ 
living Ged. Nell any man he ſhall have a ift of ten 
thouſand pounds, if he will but go ſome miles for it; 
if he belicves you, be will go; if he believes not, he 
will not go. And if he will not go, ſuppoſing he is 
able, you may be ſure he does not believe. I knoy _ 


a ſincere belief is inconſiſtent with ſo great neglect of s 


| the things that are believed, 


5. Chriſt and ſalvation are made light of, becauſe 


of men's har dne/s of keart, Ihe heart is naturally & 


hard” 


e 


a {light belief may conſiſt with a wicked life ; bu. 
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Ch. 2. Ny Chrift is made fo light oß. 29 


hard, and grows harder by cuſtom in fin, eſpecially 
by long abuſe of mercy, negle& of the means of 
grace, and reſiſting the ſpirit of grace. Hence it is 
that men are turned into ſuch ſtones. And till God 


cures them of the ſtone in the heart, no wonder if 


they feel not what they know, nar regard what 
preachers ſay, but make light of all. Tis hard 
preaching a ſtone into tears, or making a rock to 
tremble. When men's hearts are like the highway, 
that is trodden to hardneſs ; or like the clay, that is 
hardened in the fire; when no mercies can melt them 
to repentance 3 when they have conſciences ſeared with - 
a let iron; then it is no wonder if they be paſt feel- 
ing, and work all uncleanneſs with greeding/s, ſo as to 
make light of Chiiſt and everlaſting glory. O that 
this were not the caſe of too many of our hearers! 
Had we but living ſouls to ſpeak to, they would hear, 


and fcel, and not make light of what we ſay. 1 know 


they are naturally alive, but they are dead in treſ- 
ayes and fins. Were there but one ipark of the life 
of grace in them, the doctrine of ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt would appear to them to be the weightieſt by- 
ſineſs in the world. O how confident ſhould | be to 
prevail with men to mind the concerns of eternity 
more than time, if they had but life, and ſenſe, and 
reaſon! How deplorable is the condition of their 
ſouls, who are fallen under this fearial judgment of 
ſpiritual deadneſs, and bliudnels, and barduels of 


4 ö heart! ! 


6. Moltitudes wake light of Chriſt and ſalvation, 
becauſe they are wholly Jenjual, The concerns of 
another world are out of fight, and iv far from their 
ſenſes, (hat they cannot regard lwem 5 but preſent 


8 


1 Why Chrif 1s made ſo light off Ch. 2. 
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things are in their eyes, and in their hands. There 
muſt be a living faith to prevail over ſenſe, before 
unſeen things will be duly regarded. Senſe works 
with great advantage, and therefore powerfully op- 
poſes faith, where faith itſelf is found; and no won- 
der if it carries all before it, where there is no true 
and lively faith to reſiſt it, and to lead the ſoul to 
higher things. They, in the text, who made liel of 
Chriſt and ſalvation, wen? their ways, as it is added, 
ene to his farm, another to his merchandije, Men have 
houſes and lands to look after, wife and children, 
body and outward eftate, and therefore they forget 
that they have a God, a Redeemer, a ſoul to mind. 
Theſe worldly things they ſee; but they ſee not 
God, nor Chriſt, nor their ſouls, nor everlaſting glo- 
ry. Theſe things are near at hand, and therefore 
work naturally and forcibly; but the other are 
thought to be a great way off, and therefore too diſ- 
tant to work on their affections. Their bodies have 
life and ſenſe, ard therefore if they want meat, or 
drink, or cloaths, will feel their wants, and make 
them known, and never reſt till they are ſupplied. _ 
Men cannot make light of their bodily neceſſities; _ 
but their fouls being ſpintually dead, are inſenfible 
of their wants, and will therefore be as quiet, when 
ſtarving and languiſhing to deſtruction, as if all were 


well and nothing ailed them, Thus poor people are 


ſo attentive to their bodily wants, as if they had 
nothing elſe to mind ; having their trades and cal- 
lings to follow, and ſo much to do from morning to 
night, they can find no time for Chriſt and ſalvation. 


Jeſus would teach them, but they have no leiſure to "1 


| hear him. The bible is before them, but they can- 4 
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Ch... . Why Chriſt ts made /o Fight of. rs 


not ſpare time to read it. A miniſter is in the town 
with them, but they cannot go to aſk him, What 
muſt wwe do to be javed? And when they do hear, 
their hearts are ſo full of the world, they cannot 
mind what they hear, nor is there any room to pour 
into them the waters of life. The cares of the world 
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. No man 


can ſerve two maſters, God and mammon. If any man 


love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
Men will ſet light by Chriſt and ſalvation, while 


they ſo highly value any thing upon earth This 


1s the ruin of many thouſand ſouls! It would prieve 
the heart of any ſerious chriſtian, to ſee how eagerly 
thi- vain world is every where followed, and the 
world to come neglected. To compare the care men 
take for the world, with the care they take of their 
fouls; and the time they ſpend about the world, 
with the time they employ for their ſalvation, To 
ſee how the world fills their mouths, their hands, 
their houſes, their hearts, while Chriſt hath little 
more than the bare title of reſpe&t. To come into 
their company, and hear no diſcourſe but of the 
world. To come into their houſes, and hear and 
ſee nothing but for the world, as if this world would 
laſt for ever, or would purchaſe them another, If I 
alk the miniſters of the goſpel how their labours ſuc- 
ceed? They tell me, People continue ſtill the 
«« ſame, and give up themſelves wholly to the world, 
4% ſo that they mind not what we ſay to them, 
« nor will give a full entertainment to the word: 
„and all becauſe of the deluding world.” And O 
that too many miniſters themſelves did not make 
lignt of that Chriſt whom they preach, thro' being 
| e 25 drawn 


_ cording to worldly advantages. Thus Chriſt is %% 


piſed and rejected of men, they hide as it were their 


faces from him, and eſteem him not, they ſee no form, 
nor comelineſs. nor beauty, that they ſhould deſire him. 

7. Jnconfideration is another cauſe why men make 
light of Chriſt. They do not ſoberly attend to the 
truth and importance of ſoul-concerns. They ſuffer 
not their minds to dwell ſo long upon them, till 
they procure a due eſteem, and deeply affect their 
hearts. If theſe things are aſſented to, but not cloſe- 
ly conſidered, how ſhould they have their proper 
influence? While men have reaſon given them to 
think and conſider of the things that moſt concern 
them, and yet they will not ſee it, this occaſions 
their making light of ſuch things, and treating them 
with contempt. 


8. Chriſt and ſalvation are made light of, becauſe 


men remain iaſenſille of their fin and mijerys. Their 


eyes were never opened to ſee themſelves as they are 
nor their hearts truly humbled in the ſenſe of their 
own wretchedneſs. If this were dove, they would 
ſoon be brought to value a Saviour. A heart bruken 
ſor ſin can no more make light of Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion, than a hungry man of his ſood, or a ſick man 
of his phyfician- When fin and puilt are groaned 
under, as an intolerable burthen, then nothing will 
ſerve the turn but Chriſt. Till men are deeply kum- 


| bled, they can part with Chriſt and ſalvation for a 7 


luſt, for a little worldly gain, for that which 1s leſs 
than nothing. But when God hath enlightened their 
Conſciences, and broken their hearts, then they would 
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drawn away by the love of this world? In a word, 
men of a worldly diſpoſition judge of things ac- 


give 
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give a world for Chriſt; then they count all things but 15/5 
For the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Feſus their 
Lord. When they are once pricked in their hearts for 
4 their ſin and miſery, then they cry out, Men and bre- 
2 thren, what ſhall we do? When they are awakened 
by the word or providence of God, then they will 
aſk with the jailor, Sirs, what muſt aue do to be ſaved? 
Thus God will bring men low by humiliation, before 
he bring them to ſalvation. 
9. Men take occafion to make light of Chriſt, be⸗ 
cauſe the goſpel is grown common to them. They hear 
of it every day, and the frequency dolls their af- 
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; fections. Were it a rarity, it might be more regarded 
, : but now they plead, We have theſe things every | 
L day.“ They make not light of their meat and 
as 4 drink, their health or life, becauſe they poſſeſs them 
2 J every day. They make not light of the ſun, becauſe. 
it ſhines every day; at leaſt they ſhould not, for the 
le ® mercy is the greater by its conſtancy, Yet Chriſt and 
Ar 3 ſalvation are made light of, becauſe they hear of them 
5 ® often. Pearls are trod in the dirt, where they are 
common. The heavenly manna is counted dry. The 
_ Full foul loatheth an honey- comb, but to the hungry jou: 
de 1 


every bitter thing is faveet. Once more, 
Yah x 10. Chriſt is made light of, either becauſe men 
think he is theirs already, or becauſe he may eafrly be theirs 

d t any time. It is true, that grace is free, and the 
will offer i is univerſal, where-ever the goſpel is preached, 
And it is true, that men may have Chriſt when- ever 
they are willing to comply with his terms. But if you 
dre not willing now, how can you think you ſhall be 
Willing hereafter ? If you can make your own heart 
Willing, why not do it immediately! Can you. do it 
F better 
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better, when fin hath more hardened it, and God may 
have given you over to yourſelf? O fnners, you might 
do much, tho? you are not able of yourſelves to come 
in; if you would but now fubje& yourſelves to the 
working of the ſpirit, aod ſet in while the gales of 
grace continue! Did you know what a hard thing it 
1s to be ſo much as willing to have Chriſt and grace, 
when the heart is given up to its own corrupt bias, 
and the ſpirit hath withdrawn its ſonmer influences, 
you would not be ſo confident of your own ſtrength. 
to believe and repent, nar would you from ſuch fooliſh 
confidence continue to make light of Chriſt. If indeed 
it be ſo eaſy a matter, as you imagine, for a ſinner to 
believe and repent at any time, how comes it to paſs 
that it is done by fo few, while multitudes periſh in 
their 1mpenitence, amidſt all deſirable helps and 
means? It muſt be allowed that the thing is very 
reaſonable and eaſy in itſelf to a pure nature; but 
while man 1s ſpiritually blind and dead, the things 
are ſcarcely poflible to him, which are ſo eaſy to others, 
To gracious ſouls it is the esſieſt and ſweeteſt life 
in the world, to live in the love of God, and the 
thoughts of that life to come, where all their hope 
and happineſs lieth. But it is as eaſy to remove moun- 
| tains, as to bring carnal hearts to this. Theſe men 
however condemn themſelves; for if they think it. 
ſo eaſy a matter to repent, and believe, and ſo have 
Chriit and ſalvation, they have then the Jeſs excuſe 
for negleCting what they thought ſo eaſy. O miſera- 
ble impenitent ſouls! What think you to reply, when 
God ſhall aſk you, Why did you not repent, and 
4% love your Redeemer above the world, when you 
« unagined you could eaſily do it at any time 2” 
| | Ars 
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Are ſuch as theſe the cauſes why multitudes make 
light of Chrift and falvation ? How great then is the 
folly, and how contemptible are the judgments of all 
carnal men, and how little need have we to be diſ- 
couraged by their ſneers or inſults! That man muſt 
be fooliſh or mad, that knows no difference between 
dirt ard gold. And it is the height of folly and 
madneſs, to ſet light by Chriſt and ſalvation, and 
be daily toiling for the dirt of this world. And yet 
how lamentably prone are many weak perſons to be 
aſhamed of godlineſs, if ſuch ſools or madmen do 
but deride them for it; and to think hardly of a 
holy life, if ſuch as theſe do but rail at it! On the 
contrary, if you perceive any ſetting light by Chriſt 
and ſalvation, let their wiſdom and words be light 
in your eſteem, and hear their reproaches of a holy 
life with the tender compaſſion with which you would 
| hear the ravings of a madman. 

Are the beſt miniſters of the goſpel deſpiſed, and 
do they complain of the ill ſucceſs of their labours? 
Wonder not, ſince the miniſtry of Apoſtles ſucceeded 
no better, tho* they had miracles to fecond their 
doctrines. If any preachers could have ſhaken and 
torn in pieces the hearts of ſinners, 74zy could have 
done it. If any could have made all cry out, as 
ſome did, What fall we do? it would have been 
Apoſtles. It is not therefore for want of good preach. 
ers, that men make light of Chriſt and falvation, 
The firſt news of pardon for ſin, and the hope of glo- 
1ũ, and the danger of everlaſting miſery, would turn 
the hearts of men within them, if they were as 
tractable in ſpiritual matters, as in temporal, But, 

alas! it is far otherwiſe, Let it not ſeem ſtrange 
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to miniſters, nor let them be too much diſcouraged 
by it, if when, they have ſaid all that they can de- 
fire in erder to win the hearts ef men to Chriſt, the 
greateſt part ſtill Night him, and tho' they bow the 


knee to him, and honour him with their lips, yet 


baſely prefer every worldly and carnal pleaſure or pro- 
fit before bim. While it is thus with many, Ae 
be God, it is not thus with all. 

But before we, that are miniſters, enquire after 
this great condemning fin amongſt our hearers, we 
ſhould take care that we be not guilty of it our- 
felves. God forbid, that having undertaken the ſa— 
cred office of revealing the excellencies of Chriſt to 
the world, we ſhould make light of him ourſelves, 
and flight that falvation which we daily preach, 
The Lord knows we are all of us ſo defective in our 
eſteem for Chriſt, and do our great work fo negli- 
gently, that we have reaſon to be aſhamed of our 
beſt ſermons; but ſhould this fra prevail in us, we 


are of all men mij? miſtralle. I love not cenſoriouſ- 
nels, Brethren; yet I date not befriend ſo vile a fin 


in myſelf, or others, under pretence of avoiding it; 
eſpecially when there is ſo great a neceſſity firſt to 
heal it in vs, who make it (ur buſineſs to heal it in 
others. O that there were no cauſe to complain 


that Chriſt is made light of by thoſe that preach 


him ?—Are not ſtudies neglected? - Are not mini- 
ſtrations lifeleſs and formal? — How little is dene 
out of the pulpit, for reproving ſin, and ſaving men's 
fouls ?—[s there not a perpetual negle& of thoſe 


things in which the intereſt of Chriſt conſiſts ; even 
the healing, reforming and enlarging his churches ?. 
Are not many made preachers before they are 


* rife 


CP:.. 0D - CO.” @:  fa* 


Ch. 3. Conſiderations to awaken theſe, Ee. 


chriſtians, and there fore, by their own covetous and * 
worlely lives, loſe the moſt precious advantages for 
doing good to ſouls? If ſuch miniſters believe the 
ſcriptures which they preach, methinks their ſtudying. 


and preaching ſhould fill them with terror, 


_— 


CHAP. 
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H E office God hath called me unto, is, by 

declaring the glory of bis grace, to help under 
Chriſt to the ſaving of men's fouls, I hope, my dear 
readers, you think | am engaged on no other errand. - 
The Lord knows | had not ſet pen to paper, but in 
hope to ſucceed in this work for your ſouls, I have 
conſidered, and often conſidered, why ſo many thou- 


| ſands ſhould periſh, when God hath done ſo much for 
their ſalvation; and el find that which is mentioned in 


my text, is the cauſe. It is one of the wonders of 


the world, that when God hath /o loved the world as 


to give his Son, and Chriſt hath made a ſaitsfattion 
by his death ſufficient for all, and oftereth the bene- 
fits of it ſo freely to all, even wzthout money, and 


| without price, that nevertheleſs moſt of the world 


ſhould periſh; yea, molt of thoſe that are thus called 
by his word. Here is the reaſon; when Chriſt hath 
done all this, men make light of it, God hath ſhew- 
ed that he is not unwilling, and Chriſt hath ſhewed 
that he is not unwilling, that men ſhould be re- 
ſtored to divine favour, and be ſaved; but men are 
themſelves actually unwilling. God hath no pleaſure 


in. 


— 
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in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn to 
From his way and live. Bat men take ſuch pleaſure 
in ſin, that they will die before they will turn. 
The Lord Jeſus was content to be their phyſician, 
and hath provided them a ſufficient remedy, even 
his own blood; but if men make light of it, and 
will not apply it, what wonder if they periſh after 
all? It is a mot lamentalle thing to ſee how moſt 
men ſpend thcir care, their time, their pains for 
kr.own vanities, while God and glory are caſt aſide, 
That he who is all, ſhould ſeem to them as nothing; 
and that which is nothing, ſhould ſeem to them as 
good as all! That God ſhould ſet mankind in ſuch 
| a race, where heaven or hell is their certain end, 
| and that they ſhould fit down, and loiter, or run af- | 
| | ter the childiſh toys. of this world; and ſo much 1 
| forget the prize they ſhould run for | Were it but | 
Poſſible for one of us to ſee the whole of this bu- 
| ſineſs, as the all-ſeeing God does; to ſee at one 
view both heaven and hell, to which men are ſo 
near, and fee what moſt men in the world are mind- 
ing, and what they are doing every day, it would 
be the ſaddeſt ſight that could be imagined. O how 
ſhould we wonder at their madneſs, and mourn over 
their ſelf-deiufion ! O poor diſtracted world! What 
is it that you run after? And what is it that you 
neglect? If God had never told them what they 
were ſent into the world to do, or whither they 
were poing, or what was before them in another 
world, then they had been excuſable; but he hath 
told them over and over, till they are weary of it, 
Had he left it doubtful, there had been ſome ex- 
cuſe; but it is his ſealed word, and they profeſs 
| ES | 10 
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to believe it, and would take it ill of us if we ſhould 
queſtion whether they do believe it or not. 

I accuſe not any particular perſons of this crime; 
but ſeeing it is the moſt common cauſe of men's de- 
ſtruction, I ſuppoſe you will judge it the fitteſt mat- 


ter for our enquiry, and that the cure of it deſerves 


our greateſt care. Now it is the caſe of moſt ſin- 
ners to think themſelves freeſt from thoſe fins to which 
they are moſt enſlaved. And one reaſon why we can- 
not reform them, is, becauſe we cannot convince 


them of their guilt. It is the nature of fin ſo far 


to blind and ſtupify the ſinner, that he knows not 
what he does, but thinks he 1s free from it, when 
it reigns in him, or when he is committing it. It 
brings men to be ſo much unacquainted with them- 
ſelves, that they know not what they think, what 
they mean and intend, nor what they love or hate, 
much leſs. what they are diſpoſed or habituated to. 
They ate alive to ſin, and dead to all the reaſon, 
_ conſideration, and reſolution that ſhould recover 


them; as if it were only by their ſinniag that we 


moſt know they are alive. May I hope that you who 
now read, are but willing to know the truth of your 


caſe, and then I ſhall be encouraged to proceed to- 


an enquiry, God will judge impartially. And why 


ſhould not we do ſo? Let me therefore by theſe 
following queſtions try whether you are not ſlighters 


of Chrift and your own ſalvation. And follow me, 


] beſeech you, by putting them cloſe to your own 


hearts, and faithfully anſwering them, 

1. Things that men highly value, will be remem- 
Zered, and will be the matter of their freeſt and 
een gu Do not thoſe then make light 
of 
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of Chriſt and ſalvation, who think of them ſo ſel⸗ 
dom and coldly, in compariſon with other things? 
Follow thy own heart, man, and obſerve what it. 
daily runs out after; and then judge whether it 
makes not light of Chriſt, We cannot perſuade 
men to one hour's ſober conſideration what they 


ſhould do for an intereſt in Chriſt, or in thankful= . F 


neſs for his love, and yet they will not believe 
that they make light of him. 

2. Things that we highly value, will be matter 
of our diſcourſe. The judgment and heart will com- 
mand the tongue. Freely and delightfully will our 
ſpcech run after them. Do not thoſe then make 


light of Chriſt and ſalvation, that ſhun the mention 


of his name, unleſs it be in a vain or ſinful man- 
ner? And thoſe that love not the company where 
Chriſt and ſalvation are much talked of, but think 
it troubleſome, and had rather hear ſome merry 
jeſts, or idle tales, or talk of their worldly affairs? 
If from morning to night they ſcarce ſpeak a ſerious 
word of Chriſt, judge whether they do not make 
light of him. O how earneſtly do they talk of the 


world, and ſpeak vanity, but how heartleſsly Ff 
Chriſt and ſalvation! 


3. The things we highly value, we defire to ſecure 


to ourſelves, and therefore do any thing requiſite to 


put them out of all doubt and fear. Do not thoſe 
then make light of Chriſt and ſalvation, who have 
lived rwenty or thirty years in uncertainty about 
their intereſt in them, and never ſeek to have their 
doubts reſolved? Are you certain you ſhail be ſav- 


ed? O that you were! If you had not made light 
of ſalvation, you could not have relled till you had 


made 
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made it ſure, or done your beſt to make it ſo. 
Is there none to enquire of, to help you in ſuch 


-a work? You have miniſters appointed to that 
office; have you gone to them, and told the doubt- 
fulneſs of your caſe, and intreated their help in 


judging of your condition? Alas, miniſters may fit 


in their ſtudies from year to year, before ten per- 


ſons in a thouſand will come to them on ſuch an 
errand! And do not the generality therefore make 
light of Chriſt ? 

4. The things we value, areply ae us, and our 
hearts will be moved according to our eſteem for 
them. If men did not make light of ſpiritual and 
eternal things, how would their hearts work, when 


they hear or read of them? What ſtrong affeQions, 


what melting of heart, what ſorrow Yor ſin, what 
aſtoniſhment in the view of their miſery, what joy 
at the tidings of ſalvation by Chriſt, what reſolu- 
tion on the diſcovery of their duty, would they be 


conſcious to? What diſciples ſhould we have, if 


it were not for this fin? Whereas now we are more 
Jikely to weary them, fill them with diſguſt, or Jull 


| them aſl-ep, with things of this unſpeakable impor. 


tance. By their, careleſſneſs, one would imagine they 
were not the perſons ſpoken to. 

5. Our eſtimation of things will appear in our 
diligent endeavours, What we moſt value, we ſhall 
think no pains too great to obtain, Do not thoſe 
then make light of Chriſt and ſalvation, who think 


any thing too much which they do for Chriſt, who 


murmur at his ſervice, and thiak it grievous, and 
Jay, This is more than needs?” For the. world, 
* * will labour all the day; and all their lives; 
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| but for Chriſt and ſalvation, they are afraid of do- 
ing too much. Let us preach to them ever ſo long, 
we cannot bring them to reliſh and reſolve upon 
a life of holineſs. In their houſes, you ſhall not 
hear them read a chapter, or pray with their fami- 
lies once a day; nor will they allow God one day 
in ſeven, as he requires; but pleaſure, or worldly 
buſmeſs, or idleneſs muſt have a part. Many of 
them are even fo far hardened, as to reproach 
all who will not be as mad as themſelves, And 
is not Chriſt worth ſeeking? Is not everlaſting ſal- 
vation worth more than all our diligenee in duty? 
Let common ſenſe judge, if that ſoul maketh not 
| light of Chriſt and ſalvation, who prefers his eaſe 
before them, 

'6. That which we 'moſt highly value, we think 
we cannot buy too dear, Chriſt and falvation are 
ſreely given, and yet 'moſt men go without them, 
becauſe they cannot enjoy them and the preſent 
world together. They are only called to part with 
that which would hinder them from 'Chriſt, and they 
will not do it, They are called only to give God 
his own ; and to reſign all to 'his will; and to for- 
ſake the pleaſores and profits of this world, when they 
muſt either part with Chriſt or them; and they will 
not. They think this too dear a bargain, and plead, 
4 We cannot ſpare theſe things, We muſt look to 
« our eſtates. We muſt keep up our credit with men; 
„ how elſe ſhall we live? We muſt have our plea- 
4 ſure, whatever becomes of Chriſt and ſalvation.” 
As if they were afraid of being loſers by Chriſt, or 
thought à man would be profited, if he ſhall gain the 
| nohole wworld, and loſe his own ſenl, Chriſt has ſo- 

lemnly 
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lemnly declared, that whoſoever for/aketh not all that 
he hath, cannot be tis diſciple, Far are thoſe men 
from forſaking all for Chriſt, and yet they would 
bave it thought chat they are his diſciples indeed. 

7. That which men highly eſteem, they are de- 
ſirous to help their friends to, as well as themſelves. 
And do not theſe men make light of Chriſt and 
ſalvation, who can take ſo much care to leave their 
children portions on earth, but do fo little to help 
them to heaven? Who provide outward neceflaries 
for their families, but do nothing far ſaving their 
ſouls? Their neglected children and friends will 
teſtify, that Chriſt was made light of, or the ſouls 
of children and friends would have been N 
and faithfully regarded. | 

8. That which men highly efleem, they will ma- 


|  Difeſt by their fucce/ifully purſuing, if it be attaina - 


ble. You may ſee how many make light of Chriſt, 
by the little knowledge they have of him, aod their 
little communion with him, and their having ne 
graces communicated from him. Alas, how many 
Miniſters can ſpeak it with ſorrow of heart, that ma- 
ny of their people know almoſt nothing of Chriſt, 
tho" they hear of him daily! They know not what 
they muſt do to be ſaved! And if we aſk them an 
2ccount of theſe things, they anſwer as if they un- 
derſtood not what we ſay, and tell us they are ro 
| ſcholars, and therefore think their ignorance will 
excuſe them, If ſuch perſons had not made lighe 
of Chriſt and ſalvation, but had beſtowed half as 
much pains to know and enjoy the Lord, as they 
haye done to underſtand their trades and affairs in 
the world, they would not have been ſo ignorant 
B 2 as 
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as they are. When men in a few years have learn- 
ed a difficult trade; but, perhaps in twenty or thirty 
have not learned any eaſy catechiſm, or the mean- 
ing of their creed, nor will bear to be examined 
-about ſuch things; does not this ſhew that they 
have Nighted them in their hearts? How will theſe 
deſpiſers of Chriſt be able in the great day to look 
him in the ſace, and give an account of theſe neg- 
dens! 

After having ſuggeſted theſe things for Jour con- 
vidlion, do not ſome of your conſciences by this 
time ſmite you, and ſay, I am the man who 
-have made light of my ſalvation?” If conſcience 
does not ſay fo, it is becauſe you ſtill make light 
of it, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid to 
you. | SD, 
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\AIN would I have this damning n 
cured, if it be the will of the Lord; and there- 
fore I am very unwilling to leave you, /inners, in 
ſuch a deſperate condition, did I but know how to 
remedy it. I will now add ſome conſiderations, 
which may move you to look better about you. If 
you are men of reaſon and underſtanding, I beſeech 
you weigh them, and make a faithful uſe of them : 


lay ns your hearts to the work of grace, and 
_ ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly ſurvey the diſmal caſe you are in, if you 
are really ſuch as make light of Chriſt. i 

x. Conſider, yoa make light of him, who did not 
make light of you, tho' you deſerved to be fo treated. 
by him, You are worthy of nothing but contempt. 
As men, what are you but worms to God? As ſin- 
ners, you are far more vile than toads. Yet Chrilt. 
was ſo far from making light of you, and of your 
happineſs, that he humbled himſelf to put on mor- 
tal fleſh, 'ived a life of ſuffering, and offered him- 
ſelf a ſacrifice to the juſtice which you had pro- 
voked, that your miſerable ſouls might have a re» 


medy. No leſs hath he ſhewed to us than mira— 


cles of love and mercy, and yet ſhall we flight 


them? Angels, whom they leis concern, rt 10 


Jook into them; and ſha ] redeemed ſinners make Jghe 
of them? What more than deviliſh ingratitude is 
this? The deviis never had a Saviour offered to 
them, but you bare; and do you yet make light: 
of him? 

2, Conſider, the work of man's ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt is the maſter-piece of all the works of God, 
in which he deſigns his love and mercy to be mag» 
niked, as his wiſdom. and power were in creation., 
For this reaſon the name of Jeſus is avonder/ul. 
Greater love could none ſhew than this, How great 
was the evil and miſery from which he delivered 
us; and the good he procured for us? All are won» 
ders, from his birth to his aſcenſion. And from 
our new. birth. to our entrance into our maſter's 
joy, all are wonders of matchleſs wy « And do 
oy make Jight of them ? 

2 5 | 3+ Conſider, 
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3. Conſider, the things you make light of are 
the moſt excellent, and of the higheſt importance. 
You ſlight you know not what. Had you well 
known, you could not have done it. Lf thou Ha 
Anown the gift of God, and who it is that ſpeaks to 
tlee, thou wouldi have aſked of him, and he would : 5 
have given thee living water; as our Lord argued 
with the woman of Samaria. Had the princes of this 
world known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. So had you known what Chriſt is, 
you would not have made light of him. Had you 
but ſeen what they poſſeſs in heaven, and alſo whas 
miſeries they endure who are ſhut out, you would 
never afterwards have made fo light of Chriſt. 0 
 Sirs! the goſpel treats not of things trifling, of to 8 
de jeſted with. I profeſs. to you, when I have the 
moſt ſerious thoughts of theſe things, I am ready 
10 wonder the ſouls of men are not overwhelmed with 
them; that the greatneſs of the ſubject does not 
even drive men beſides themſelves ; and eſpecially, 
that men ſhould. be ſo Rtupid, as to make light of 
them. O Lord, that men did but know what ever- 
0 lailiong glory, and everlaſting. torments are]! Would 
f they then hear, and read, ard thiak of theſe things 
as they do? Could they ſorbear crying out in the 
congregation, or reſt till they have gone to their 
miniſters, and learned what they ſhould do to be 
ſaved, that this great buſineſs might be put out of 
doubt? Amazing, that an everlaſting heaven and 
bell ſhould work no more on men! How can you 
forbear thinking, when you are alone, what it is 
to be everlaſtingly in joy or torment? Why do not 
ſuch thoughts break your fleep, and interrupt you 
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in the midſt of your labours? How can you have 
any peace in your minds? How can you eat, 
ar drink, or ſleep, till you have. got ſome ground 
of everlaſting conſolations ? Is that a man, or a 
corps, that is not affected with theſe momentous: 
things? That can ſleep, rather than tremble, when 
he hears how he mult ſtand at the bar of God? 
That can follow his worldly buſineſs, and make no- 
thing of the buſineſs of ſalvation or damnation, even 
tho” be knows it is near at hand ?—Truly I wonder 
at the very beſt of God's ſaints- upon earth, that 
they. are no better, and do no more in ſo weighty 
an affair. I wonder at thoſe, whom the world ace 
counts more holy than needs, and deſpiſes for mak+ 
ing too much ado ; that they do ſo little for Chriſt 
and. their ſouls; that they pour not out their ſou's 
in every ſupplication ; that they are not more taken 
up with God; and that their thoughts are not more 
ſerious. in preparation for their laſt account. 1 won» 
der they are not a hundred times more Arid in their 
hives, and more laborious and unwearied in their ftriv- 
ing for the crown. — As for myſelf, I am aſhamed 
of my dull and careleſs heart, of my flow and un- 
profitable courſe of life, and of every ſermon 1 
preach, to think what 1 have been ſpeaking of, and 
who ſent me, and how much the ſalvation or dame 
nation of men is concerned in it. 1 am ready to 
tremble, leſt God ſhould judge me as a lighter of 
his word, and of the ſouls of men, and leſt in the 
beſt ſermon I ſhould be guilty of their blood. Me- 
thinks we ſhould not ſpeak a word to men in mat- 
ters of ſuch conſequence, without tears, or with- 
out the greateſt poſſible earneſtneſs; and we do not 
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fo becauſe we are too much a of the fin which 
we reprove. 


4. Conſider who it is that ſends this weighty 
meſſage to you. Is it not God himſelf? Shall the 
God of heaven ſpeak, and men make light of it ? 
You would not flight the voice of an Angel or & 
prince. 

5. Conſider whoſe ſalvation you ack light of. 
Is it not your own? Are you no more near or 
dear to yourſelves, than to make light of your own 
happineſs or miſery? Afe you in no care whether 
you ſhall be ſaved or damned? ls ſelf. love loſt & 
Are you turned your own enemies? As he that 
Bights Lis foud, ſights his life; fo if you ſlight 
Chriit, whatſuever you may think, you will find it 
was your own ſalvation that you lighted, It is 
Chriſt who ſays, All they that hate me, lowe death. 
6. Conſider how it aggravates your fin in making 
Iight of the goſpel, that you profeſs to believe it. 
It is no wonder a profeſſed infidel ſhould' make light 
of it, who neither believes that Chriſt ever died, 
or roſe again, or that there is a heaven or hell. 
But you are inexcuſable, who make it your creed 
ard religion, call yourſelves chriſtians, have been 
baptiſed into this faith and ſeem to ſtand to it. 
W“ at! believe that you ſhall live in endleſs joy or 
torment, and yet make ſo light of eſcaping torment, 
and cbtaining joy! What! believe that, God will 
ſhortly judge you, and yet treat preparation for it 
with indifference! Either ſay plainly, ' „I am ro 
„ chriſtian. I do rot believe thefe wonderful things. 
J will believe nothing but what I ſee.” Or elſe 
let your hearts be affected with your belief, and live 

. e . as 
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as you ſay you believe, when you repeat the creed, 
and mention Chri/?'s coming to judgment, and the life 
n; 

7. Conſider what thoſe la are which you pre- 
fer before Chriſt and ſalvation. Have you found, a 
better friend, or a greater and ſurer happineſs? 
Good God! What dung 1s all that men make ſo much 
of, while they ſet light by eternal bleſſedneſs? What 
joys are they daily taken ep with, while matters of 
life and death are neglected? ; Had you every one a 
kingdom in your hopes, what were it, compared 
with an everlaſting kingdom? What is all the glory 
and dignity of this world, all its lands and lordſhips, 
its crowns and kingdoms, but like ſome poor crea- 
ture, that borrows. fine cloaths, and mimicks that 
part of a king on a ſtage, and after a ſew minutes 
comes down, and is ſtript of all his figery ? Were 
it not for God's intereſt in the authority of magil- 
trates, and the ſervice they might do bim, all bir 
glory is but a vapoar, Death levels all. What dif- 
ference is there at judgment, between your having 
been a rich man or a poor man, a Dives or a Laxa- 
rus? O that men knew what a fleeting ſhadow they 
catch at, while they neglect the everlaſting ſubltance? 
The moſt powerful, rich, and proſperous ſinners only 
lay in fuel for their ſorrows, while they are fan- 
cying it will be a treaſure of enjoyments, Alas, they 
.are dreaming of happineſs, and when they awake, 
What a change will they find ? Their crown is made 
of thorns. Their joy has ſuch a ſting, as will 
pierce their hearts thro” all eternity, except unfeign- 
ed repentance prevent. O how ſadly will theſe 
waetches be convinced e'er long, what a fooliſh bar- 
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gain they made, in ſelling Chriſt and ſalvation for 

theſe trifles! Let your farms and merchandize then 

ſave you, if they can; and do that for you which 
Chriſt would have done, Cry then to your Baal to 
fave you. 

8. Confider, that to ſet light by Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion is a certain fign you have no part in them. 
| If you continue to do. ſo, Chriſt will ſer as light by 
| ydu. Them that honour him, he ill honour 3 and they 

that deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly efleemed. You will 
feel one day, that you cannot live without him. 
You will then confeſs your need of him. And then 
you may look for a Saviour where you will, for he 
will be no Saviour to you, who refuſed to value him, 
and ſubmit to him, while he was offered to you. 
Then who will be the loſer by your contempt? O 
what will it be for a poor miſerable ſoul to cry 
to Chriſt for help in the day of extremity, and to 
hear him ſay, ** Thou didſt ſer light by me in the 
% day of thy proſperity, and I will now ſet light 
„ by thee in thy adverfitys Becauſe ] have called, 
% and you refuſed, I have firetched out my hand, and 
0 man regarded; but you have ſet at nought all my 
* counſel, and waald none of my reproof : I alſo will 
aug] at your calamity, I will mock when your fear 
* cometh; when j aur fear cometh as deſalation, and 
*« your defiraftion comet as a whirkvind; when 
„ giflireſs and anguiſh come 1b you. Then ſhall - 
« you call upon me, bat I will .not anſwer; you | 
2 ſeek me early, but you fſha't not find me. 
or you hated knowledge; and did not che the 
% far of the Lord. You would none of my counſeh, 


4. you deſpiſed all my refproof. Therefore ſhall you 
„ oat of the fruit of your own way, and bs fil. 
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4% e with your own devices, You that, as Eſau, for 


«© one morfel of meat ſold yrur birthright, ſhall then 


«© find no place for repentance, tho you ſeek it care- 
« fully with tears.” Do you think that Chriſt ſhed 
his blood to ſave them who continue to make light 
of it, and that prefer their luſts before his falva- 
tion? Tho” you ſet ſo light by Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion, God does not do ſo. He values the blood of 
his Son, and everlaſting glory, and will make you 
value them, if ever you have them. All che world 
cannot ſave him who ſets light by Chriſt. And can 
you find fault for being denied what you yourſelves 
made light of, and for miſſing the ſalvation which 
you lighted ? 


9. Conlider, the time is near when Chriſt and 
ſalvation will no more be made light of, as they 
now are, When God hath ſhaken your careleſs. 
ſoul out of your body, and you mult anſwer for- 


all your fins in your own: name; O then, what 


would you give fas a. Saviour! When a thouſand. 
bills ſhall. be brought againſt you, and not one to 
relieve you, you will then reſtect, Now would. 
-+* Chriſt have ſtood between me and the wrath of 
God Had I not deſpiſed him, he would have 
« anſwered every demand!” When you ſee the 
world hath left you, your companions in ſin have 
deceived both themſelves and you, and that all your- 


merry days are fled away; then, what would you. 
give for the Chriſt and ſalvation, which you now 
account not worth your labour? When you ſhalt 
ſee the judgment-day, and yourſelves doomed to ever- 


laſting perdition for your wickedneſs, do you think: 


von ſhall then make as light of Chriſt, as you do-. 
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now ? Why will you not judge now, as you know 
you ſhall judge then? Will Chriſt then be worth 
ten thouſand worlds, and is he not now worth your 
higheſt efteem, and your beſt affections! 
10. Confider, God will not only deny you the ſal- 
vation you made light of, but he will take from 
you all that which you preferred before it. He 
that lover Chrift in fincerity, ſhall with him havs 
all things, ſo far as here they will be for his good 
and have Chriſt hereafter, when earthly enjoyments 
ſhall have loſt all their value. He that eſteems any 
thing here more than Chriſt, ſhall have his com- 
forts on earth imbittered to him, and be left com- 


fortleſs for ever and ever. 


And what think you now? Does it not appear 


by theſe confiderations to be a heinous fin to make 


light of Chriſt and ſalvation? Ought you not to 


be careful left this ſhould prove your own wretched 


condition? God knows it is too common, Who- 
ever is found guilty at laſt of this ſin, good were it 


' for that man if he had never been born. He had 
better have been a Turk or a Savage, that never 


heard the name of a Saviour, nor ever had the offer 


'of ſalvation. Chriſt, whom you make light of, mult 
be your judge, and for this ſin will he jadge you. 
And as Chriſt himſelf aſks, how can you eſcape the. 


' damnation of hell 7. Or, as the Apoſtle aſks, how ſhall 


you ecape if you xeglet fo great ſalvation? Can you 
eſcape without a. Chriſt; or will a deſpiſed Chriſt 


then ſave you? If he Le curſed that ſetteth light ly 
"tis father, or his mother; what then is he that ſetteth 
tight by Chriſt? It is among the aggravated ſins 
of Jeru/alem, that in her were thoſe who fet lig le 
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by father and mother, but how much more aggr#- 


vated to ſet light by the Father of Spirits? In the 


name of God 1 beſeech- you to conſider, how -you 


will bear his final diſpleafure, whom you now make 
light of. You that cannot make light of a little 


ſickneſs, or want, or even of a tooth ach, but groan 
as if you were undone; how can you make light 
of the fury of the Lord, which will burn again 
the contemners of his grace? Is it not abſolutely 
neceſſary to think of theſe things before it be for 
- ever too late? 


C. H K F. F. 


Directions for thoſe who deſire to make Hehe of Chriſt 


nd Morte. 


AVING endeavoured to convince you of the 


evil and danger of this fin, | now come to 
'know what you are reſolved upon. What ſays 
Conſcience? Will you ſet as light by Chriſt and 
ſalvation, ay you have formerly been doing? Are 
you reſolved ſtill to perſiſt in the ſame ſinful courſe? 


J hope not. O let not your miniſters, who would | 


fain ſave you, be brought as witneſſes againſt you 
to condemn. you. At leaſt, I beſeech you, put not 


this upon me. If the Lord ſhall ſay to us at judg- 


ment, Did you never tell theſe men what Chriſt 


% hath done and ſuffered for their ſouls, and their 


„ own need of him, and how nearly it concerned 


„ them to regard their own ſalvation, and not make 


44 "one of iti? We muſt then. ſay, «© Yes, Lord, we 
; 4% told 
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& told them of it as plaivly as we could, We 
« would have done it upon our knees to them, if 
% we had thought thereby to have prevailed, We in- 


« treated them as earneſtly as we could to conſider 


« theſe things. They heard of theſe things every 
« day; but alas, we could never faſten them on 
„their hearts! They gave us the hearing, but they 
4 made light of all that. we coald ſay. to them.“ 
How wretched will your condition be, if you force 
us to. fuch an anſwer as this? | | 
Perhaps you may be ſecretly hoping that you are 
not in the number of thoſe who make light of Chriſt, 
Ard for fear you ſhould deceive yourſelves with 
falſe hopes, let me excite your caution and jealouſy 
by mentioning ſome of thoſe things on which falſe 
hopes are commonly founded. As for inſtance ;— 
You may have a notional and ſpeculative knowledge 
of Chriſt, and of the neceſſity of bis blood, and of 


the excellency of ſalvation ; and yet may periſh as 
ne; lecters of Chriſt, This is too common amongſt 


profeſſing chriſtians. — You may. ſay all that other 
men do of Chriſt, Even Balaam could utter ſome 
.evangelical truths. A devil cculd ſay, 7e/us J know, 
end Paul I know; for the devils als believe and 
tremble. —You may weep at the hiſtory of Chriſt's 


ſufferings, when you read how he was abuſed by.the 
Jesus and the Romans ; and yet you may make light 
of him, and periſh for doing ſo.—You may have a 


deſire after the word and ordinances of Chriſt, He- 
rod heard the word gladly; and fo do many, who 
muſt nevertheleſs periſh as neglecters of ſalvation, 
Voda may have a longing after Chriſt to eaſe your 
5 diſtreſs, and | to ſave you from the wrath of 
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God ; and yet you may periſh for making light of 
Chriſt. — You may do many things in obedience to 
Chritt, ſo as to conſiſt with your worldly ſchemes 
and intereſts, and may eſcape much of the pollu- 
tions of the world thro' the knowledge of Chriſt ; 
and yet may neglect him. — You may part with 
much of the world for Chriſt, as Ananiar and Sap» 
phira did. Many will lofe ſome of their profics 
and pleaſures in hope of ſalvation, who ſhall periſh 
everlaſtingly, becauſe they had no more value for 
ſalvation. — You may be eſteemed and admired by 
others on account of your zeal for Chriſt; and yet 
periſn for making light of him. —You may verily 
think of yourſelves, that you prefer Chriſt and ſal- 
vation before every thing elſe, and yet you may be 
miſtaken, and may be judged deſpiſers of Chriſt, 
For Chriſt does not juſtify all them, who juſtify 
themſelves. —You may zealouſly preach Chriſt and 
ſalvation, and reprove others for their neglect, and 
| lament this fin in the greateſt part of the world, as 
| I am often doing, and yet if you or I have no bet- 
ter evidence to prove our ſincere efteem for Chriſt 
and ſalvation, we are utterly undone. 
But that your hopes in a matter of ſuch infinite 
| Importance may not deceive you, there are two 
things which are abfolutely neceſfary to be found : 
| in you. One thing is this, —Your eſteem for Chriſt 
1 and ſalvation muſt be greater than ſor all the ho- 
| nours, profits, or pleaſures of this world; or elſe 
. | you flight him. No leſs than this will be accounted 
| fincere, or be accepted to your ſalvation, Think 
not this hard, when there is no compariſon between 
the things in queſtion, To eſteem the greateſt glory 
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on earth, before Chriſt and everlaſting glory, is a 
greater folly in uſelf, and a greater injury to Chriſt, 


than to eſteem. a dog before your prince would be 
either fooliſh, or unjuſt. V any man come to me, 


ſays our Lord, and hate not his father, and mother, 


and auiſe, and children, and brethren, and filers, yea, 
and his own liſt alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. —You 
muſt likewiſe manifeſt this eſteem for Chriſt and 
ſalvation in your daily endeavours, by your ſeeking 
after Chriſt, and. parting with any thing that he 
ſhall require of you, God is a Spirit, and will not 
take an hypocritical profeſſion. inſtead of the heart 
and ſpiritual ſervice which he commands, He will 
have. the beart, or nothing; and even the chief 
room in the heart. —lf, after conſidering theſe two 
things, ycu {till ſay, that you do not make light 


of Chriſt, or will do ſo no more, let me farther try 
von in a few particulars, whether you. really mean 
as you ſay, and do not diſſemble. 


1, Will you for the time to came make Chrit 
and ſalvation the chief matter of your care and 
Kudy? Thruſt them not out. of your thoughts, as 


a needleſs er ynprofitable ſubjzQ; nor allow them 


only ſome ſlight and tranſient thoughts, which will 


not affect you. Will you make it your buſineſs, 


at leaſt once a day, when you are alone, to think, 
ſeriouſly what Chriſt has dene for you; or what he 


will do, if you do not make light of it; what it 


is to be everlaſtingly happy or miſerable; e all 
things in this world are in compariſon of your ever- 


Jaſting ſalvation, how. ſoon they will leave you, and 


what you will then thick of them? Will you re- 


ve o withdraw yourſelves frequently from the 
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world, and ſet yourſelves to ſuch entre dend as 
theſe? If you will not, are you not lighters of 
Chriſt and ſalvation, who will not be Perſuaded to 
think on them ſeriouſly ? ; 

2. Will you for the time to. come ſet a highers 
value on the word of God, which is the diſcovery: 
and charter of your ſalvation, and your guide to 
it? You cannot _efteem Chriſt, without. eſteeming: 
his word. Whoſo deſpiſeth the word, ſhall be deſtroyed. 
Will you therefore attend ta the publick preaching. 
of the word? Will you daily read. it? Will you 
reſolve to obey it what ever it may coſt you? If 
you will not do this, will make light of the word. 
of God, you will be judged to have made light of: 
Chriſt ard ſalvation, whatever you may W pro- 
miſe yourſehb es. 

3. Will you for the time to come let A digher 
value on Chriſt's miniſters, whom he has appointed | 
to guide you to ſalvation? And will you make 
vſe of them for that end? Alas! it is not enough 
to ſpeak well of your n iniſters, and duly contri- 
bute tro their maintairance. They are to be as 
phyſicians under Chriſt, to apply -his remedies to 
pour ſpiricual diſeaſes, both ia publick and private; 
that you may go to them, for their inſtructions and. 
| advices, their exhortations and prayers. Will you 
go to them in private, and ſolicit their help? And 
if you have not ſach near you as are rightly diſ- 
_ poſed to help you, will you go to ſuch as are, and 
alk- them, ht you ſhall do to be ſaved, and how 
you ſhall prepare for death and judgment? Will 
you obey the word of God in their mouths? If 
you Will: not enquire of thoſe that ſhould teack 
. you. 
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you, nor uſe the means Chriſt has appointed for 
your: help, your on conſcier.c2s ſhall one day wit»: 
neſs againſt you, that you made light of Chriſt 
and ſalvation, If you doubt whether it be your: 
duty thus to aſk counſel of your: miniſters, as fick 
men do. of their phyſicians, let your own neceſities 
and the expreſs declarations of the word of God 
reſolve you. The prieft*'s lips ſhould: keep: knoxwuledge, 
and they ſuould Jeek the law at his: mouth ; for he is 
the meſſenger of the Lard of hoſts. | 
4. Will you for the time to come make conſci- 
ence of daily fervent prayer to. God, that you may: 
have a part in Chriſt and ſalvation 2; Da not go 
out of doors in the mosning, nor lie down to: reſt. 
at night, till you have firſt breathed out theſe de- 
fires to God, Say not, God knows my neceſlities 
« without praying ſo often.” For tho” he does, 
yet he will have you to know and fee] them, and 
have your deſires and all the graces of his Spirit 
exerciſed in prayer. It is he that commands you 
to pray without ceaſing, Chriſt bimſelf ſpent whole 
nights in prayer, and encourages vs a/avays to pray. 
42 not to. faint. And if you will: got be perſuaded. 
| to this, bow can you ſay that you do not make 
ght of Chriſt and ſalvation > 
8. Will you for the time to come caſt away your 
known fins at the command of Chriſt? If you have 
been proud or contentious, malicious and revenge- 
ſul, be ſo no more. If you have been adulterers, 
or ſwearers, or drunkards, te ſo no more. You 
cannot eſteem. Chriſt and ſalvation, while any knowa 
iu is cheriſhed. What ſay you? Are you reſolved 
10 part with, every fin? If not, when you know. 
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it is the will of Chriſt, and he has told you that 
ſuch ſhall hot enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
are not you making light of him? 

6. Will you for the time to come ſerve God in 
the moſt expenſive as well as the cheapeſt part of his 
ſervice? Will you do it not only with your tongues, 
but with your eſtates, and all your abilities? Shall 
the poor find that you value Chriſt more than all the 
world? Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father, is this, to wiſfit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affiition, and to heep your/elves unſpotted from. 
| the world, Will you reſolve to cleave to Chriſt, 
and make ſalvation ſure, tho? it coſt you all you 
have in the world ? If you think theſe terms are 
too, dear, you make light of Chrid, and will be 
Judged accordingly. | 
7. Will you for the time to come value every 
thiog that tends to your ſalvation, and uſe every 
| help that God offers you? Attend upon the word, 
ſacraments and prayer; inſtru children and ſervants 
in the knowledge of Chriſt; ſanctiſy the Lord's day; 
get into good company, who ſet their faces heaven» 
| ward; and take heed of the company of the vain, 
the voluptuous, the ſcornſul, or any that would hin- 
der you in your ſacred work? Will you do theſe 
things ; or by negleQing them ew, that you: are 
lighters of Chriſt ? | | 
3. Will you do all theſe particulars, not as your 
toil, but as your plcaſuie and delight? Will yo 

account it your higheſt honour, to be the diſciples. 
of Chritt, to be admitted to ſerve and werſhip him, - 
and to rejoice with holy confidence in the ſuffice . © 
* of his ſacrifice, by which you may have par- 
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don of all fin, and a right to the inheritance of 
Me ſaints in light ? If you will do theſe things ſin- 
cerely, you will ſhew your real value for Chriſt and 
falyation. | | 
* Deariy beloved in the Lord, I have now ; thee what 
FE propoſed on this weighty ſubject; and what effect 
it will have upon any heart I know not; nor is 
it in my power to accompliſh what my ſoul earneſtly 
defires, Were it the Lord's will that I might have 
my wiſh, the words you have been reading ſhould 
fo-impreſs you, as to awaken you out of your ſecu- 
rity, and prevent your periſhing with thoſe, who 
make light of Chriſt and ſalvation, O that I could 
make every man's conſcience a faithful preacher to 
himſelf, that being ever preſent with you, it might 
prevail! O that the next time you go prayerleſs 
to bed, or into your buſineſs, conſcience might cry 
out, Have you no mere value for Chriſt and 
_ falvationÞP” O that the next time you are tempted 
to think hardly of a holy life, I will not ſay, to 
ſcoff at it as mote than is needfol, conſcience might: 
loud!y ſay, Dare not to make light of Chriſt and 
„ ſalvation!” O that the next time you are ready 
to ruſh upon. any known fin, and to gratify corrupt 
inclination againſt the command of God, conſcience 
might earneſtly aſk you, ** Are Chriit and ſalvation 
* of no more worth, than to caſt them away for every 
„vile luſt!” O that when you are following the 
world with your moſt eager deſires, and forgetting 
an eternal world, and the awful change which is 
ſo near, conſcience might remind you of the infi- 
nite worth of Chriſt and ſalvation! And that when 
you are next ſpending the. Lord's day in idleneſs, 
4 5 | or: 
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or in vain amuſements, conſcience might faithfully 
tell you what you are doing! In a word, that in 
all your neglects of duty, and in all your cold and 
formal prayers and religious ſ-rvices, conſcience 
might tell you how unſuitable ſuch endeavours are 
to an eternal reward, and that Chriſt and ſalvation 
ſhould not be fo lighted | I will ſay no more but 
this, That it is moſt lamentable, when God has 
| provided a Saviour for the world; when Chriſt has 
ſuffered ſo much for ſio, made ſuch a compleat a- 
tonement to divine juſtice, and purchaſed ſo glori- 
ous a kingdom for his ſaints; and when all this is 
ſo freely offered to ſinners, to loſt, undeſervin , 
and hell deſerving ſinners; ſo many millions ſhould 
nevertheleſs periſh everlaſtingly, becauſe they make 
light of their Saviour and ſalvation, and prefer this 
vain world and their own abominable luſts! I have 
delivered my meſſage ; may the Lord open many a 
heart to receive it! | have endeavoured to perſuade 
with the words of truth and ſoberneſs; may the Lord 
perſuade. more effeQually, or ali I have ſaid is in 
vain, | 
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